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Point the way to 
JESUS 

Over the last few weeks, we’ve seen how the life and story of Joseph continually points us to 
Jesus. As followers of Jesus, our calling is the same: to point others to him. We may be able to 
think of some barriers that make this calling difficult, but could the greatest barrier be ourselves?  
Lambert Bariho, a Christian worker in Rwanda, wrote the following: 
 
   John the Baptist was one of the greatest Bible characters of Jesus’ time. By the time Jesus was 
introduced to the scene, John had a very successful ministry with many people coming to him to 
be baptised. After he’d introduced Jesus as the Messiah and Lamb of God, some of John’s 
followers started to desert him to follow Jesus. Some of John’s disciples were concerned and 
pointed out to him that Jesus was starting to be more popular than him. 
   The response of John the Baptist is stunning, especially in today’s world where popularity is 
sought after by all possible means. John pointed out that he was only a friend to the bridegroom 
and that his joy was complete by hearing that Jesus was gaining a greater following than his. He 
concluded by saying: ‘He must increase but I must decrease’. 
   How hard these words are … to absolutely decrease, while Jesus increases! Most of the time 
we make these words mean: “He must increase, and I must increase with Him”. But, to John the 
Baptist, it was: “He must increase, but I must decrease”. The ‘must’ was not only about Jesus 
increasing, but also about John decreasing. John didn’t want to take anything from the glory that 
Jesus deserves. This allowed many people – including you and me – to focus on Jesus and put our 
faith in Him, instead of focusing on John the Baptist.  
   How many times do we stand in the way of others seeing Jesus and believing in Him because 
we want to increase with Him? He’s called us to be His witnesses wherever He sends us. But how 
often do we point people to ourselves, instead of pointing people to Him? How often do we 
portray ourselves as the most important person, instead of Christ? He must increase; we must 
decrease.  
Prayer: Father God, forgive me for the times I portrayed myself as important, instead of Christ. I 
pray for a humble heart and for a continued reverence for Your Son, Jesus Christ. May He 
increase, while I decrease every day. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

God bless, Peter. 



 
 

 

Our Sunday Service: 
Please join us (online!) for our Sunday 
Service. Go to Exwick Community 
Church’s Youtube Channel, and find the 
Service for today. We’ll gather at 11 am 
to ‘share’ as a family together. You can 
then sing along to the songs on the 
video, words below! 

VERSE OF THE WEEK: 

 

 For to me, to live is Christ and 

to die is gain. 

 

Philippians 1:21 

 

Friday Friendship THIS FRIDAY:  
Join in on Fridays at 10am for an hour of 
chat over a cuppa (make your own!).  
 
Click this link: 
https://zoom.us/j/97278523026?pwd=bWtNVUIrQzlVdT
NEbGVHMy9rMUNzUT09 

 
Meeting ID: 972 7852 3026 
Password: 527972 

--------------------------------------- 
NO Sunday Share and Chat today! 
 
Sunday Share and Chat, and 
Midweek Bible Studies will resume in 
September. 

----------------------------------------- 
 

Notice for Members: CHURCH 
MEMBERS MEETING on Sunday, 13th 

September, 3 pm via Zoom. 
 

 

Good morning, 
     I have been reminiscing over the good old days. 
How often we have said, ‘It wasn't like this in my 
day.’ 
     Do you remember the old songs so full of 
scripture? One came to mind, the words so 
profound: 
Smile a while and give your face a rest, 
Raise your hands to the one you love the best, 
Then shake hands with the one close by, 
Greet them with a smile. 
 
      Yes we really did sing this in church! So often 
we look back with rose-coloured glasses. 
     Paul says in Philippians 3:13, ‘Brothers (and 
sisters), I do not consider that I have made it my 
own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead.’ 
      We can't 
change the past, 
whether good or 
bad, but we can 
change the 
future with God 
beside us. 
              
God bless  
John & Dorcas 
 

https://zoom.us/j/97278523026?pwd=bWtNVUIrQzlVdTNEbGVHMy9rMUNzUT09
https://zoom.us/j/97278523026?pwd=bWtNVUIrQzlVdTNEbGVHMy9rMUNzUT09


 
 

Sunday Worship Songs               
    

  
CCLI Licence No. 275889 

WHO HAS HELD THE OCEANS IN HIS 
HANDS 
Who has numbered every grain of sand 
Kings and nations tremble at His voice 
All creation rises to rejoice 
 

Chorus: Behold our God  
Seated on His throne 
Come let us adore Him 
Behold our King  
Nothing can compare 
Come let us adore Him 
 
Who has given counsel to the Lord 
Who can question any of His words 
Who can teach the One who knows all things 
Who can fathom all His wondrous deeds 
 
Who has felt the nails upon His hands 
Bearing all the guilt of sinful man 
God eternal humbled to the grave 
Jesus Savior risen now to reign 
 
You will reign forever 
(Let Your glory fill the earth) 
 
Jonathan Baird | Meghan Baird | Ryan Baird | Stephen 
Altrogge © 2011 Sovereign Grace Praise 

 

THERE IS STRENGTH WITHIN THE SORROW 
There is beauty in our tears 
And You meet us in our mourning 
With a love that casts out fear 
 
You are working in our waiting 
Sanctifying us 
When beyond our understanding 
You're teaching us to trust 
 
Your plans are still to prosper 
You've not forgotten us 
You're with us in the fire and the flood 
Faithful forever perfect in love 
You are sov'reign over us 
 
You are wisdom unimagined 
Who could understand Your ways 
Reigning high above the heavens 
Reaching down in endless grace 
 
You're the lifter of the lowly 
Compassionate and kind 
You surround and You uphold me 
And Your promises are my delight 
 
Even what the enemy means for evil 
You turn it for our good  
You turn it for our good and for Your glory 
Even in the valley You are faithful 
You're working for our good 
You're working for our good and for Your glory 
 
A Keyes | B Brown | J Mooring © 2011 Jack Mooring Music 

YOU REACH BEYOND IMAGINATION 
With a love outside of understanding 
You touch the lives of all Your children 
With beauty and goodness 
 
You know my words before they're spoken 
You hear each cry my ev'ry passion 
You draw me close and lead me into 
Your beauty and goodness 

Chorus: Wonderful intimate beautiful 
God of love 
You have always been faithful in 
The way that You father me 

Our God is good Our God is faithful 
Our God is strong 
Our God is able 

David Gate | Eoghan Heaslip © 2008 Thankyou Music  

  



 
 

 

Get to know each other! 
 
This week, we meet Harri Sharp, Young Families Worker and member of the Leadership Team: 
   “Hello. My name is Harri. I have lived in Exeter for 23 years and have been part of ECC since my second 
Sunday here. I fell in love with Exwick as did Trevor and we feel we are still called to love Exwick. This keeps me 
busy day to day in various ways; I am one of the owners of the Exwick Ark (along with Paula Stone) serving 
young families with quality childcare; one day a week you will find me helping young families in various ways 
and also hosting Friday Friendship (with my YMCA hat on); I have served on the Exwick Parish hall committee 
for about 16 years in total and am still happy to continue; I am in the last year of the second term of serving the 
church by being on the Leadership team. I love walking my energetic dog locally. 
   “I find it helpful reading my Bible first thing in the morning with a cup of tea by my side. I enjoy going slowly 
through a book in the Bible and mulling over things waiting for God to reveal (or remind) me of things. 
   “I love doing handicrafts like hand sewing, knitting, card making, and needle felting. This summer I have 
enjoyed having a bit more time and have grown lots of veg, tomatoes and flowers.  
   “Things that excite me include having all my children together with us but also the idea of doing fun things in 
the community to help share God's love with Exwick like Carols around the bonfire, the Easter cross decoration, 
the summer fayre and Midsummer Joy that I organized with the YMCA.” 

 
We’d like to get to know you, too, or become re-acquainted after such a long time apart! EVERYONE is 
invited to send your answers to these question, and a photo if you can, to Sandy at 
thesalisburys@blueyonder.co.uk or 11 Raglans, Exeter EX2 8XN.  
1. What brought you to Exwick Community Church? 
2. Have you always lived in Exeter, or do you come from somewhere else? 
3. What keeps you busy in your day-to-day life? 
4. What do you find most helpful in your walk with God? 
5. Tell us about a hobby or pastime you have. 
6. Describe a highlight in your life: achievement, holiday, event, experience … 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were privileged and moved to be able to honour our brother John Geelan at his 

funeral on 21 August. Although we were not allowed to join the family in the Parish Hall 
for the service, we stood along Station Road together. We continue to pray for God’s 

blessing and comfort for Jessie and the whole family. 

PLEASE ALSO CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:  

Hilary and Jimmy and their family, John, Ena and Bunty, Bill and Carol, Ann, 

Roger and Jonathan, Arthur and Liz. 
 

mailto:thesalisburys@blueyonder.co.uk

