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The Three People A Week Challenge! 

Our Pastor Peter challenged us this last week to stay in contact, especially with those living 
alone. He set us the challenge to telephone three people each week. In your daily prayers, 
listen to who God is prompting you to contact.  

If you need help with anything – shopping, picking up prescriptions, someone to chat with and relieve the 
isolation – please get in touch. Contact: Peter Fowler – 07909 134066 or 01392 834988. 

And if you have some thoughts you want to share in this Newsletter, a Bible verse, a prayer request, or 
even an uplifting photo, please forward it to Sandy at thesalisburys@blueyonder.co.uk, or phone Sandy 
on 01392-676968. 

On Tuesday we had a day off planned in the diary. We would usually get in the car and head off to 

somewhere like Dartmoor or the coast, but with the current restrictions we decided instead to go for a 

walk through the local lanes which were eerily quiet. As we walked, it was fascinating to come across 

detail we’d never seen before. Beautiful gardens, thatched houses tucked away, streams and rivers we 

never knew existed and all on our doorstep! As we came into the village of Dunchideock, just a mile or 

so from home, we followed a footpath up to the local church, past gardens in full Spring bloom, 

gardens that would’ve always been hidden from us had we not been forced to change our plans.  

As the routines of life change so dramatically, it’s interesting how much we notice things that we 

hadn’t noticed before or perhaps appreciate things that we didn’t appreciate before. While these are 

difficult, uncertain days, I am becoming more convinced than ever that God is using them for a great 

purpose. I trust the greatest outcome of all will be a renewed desire to take notice of God and what he 

wants to tell us. It seems that getting our attention is pretty much impossible when things are 

comfortable and going well. 

Perhaps God wants to take us on a new faith journey, give us a new perspective, a deeper 

appreciation. Perhaps he wants to take us on a path of discovery we could never have imagined 

before. Let’s be on the lookout for where God wants to lead us and what he wants to show us. 

What if my greatest disappointments, or the aching of this life 

Is the revealing of a greater thirst this world can't satisfy 

What if trials of this life, the rain, the storms, the hardest nights 

Are your mercies in disguise?  

By Laura Story, who wrote this song after her husband was diagnosed with a brain tumour. YouTube 

link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQan9L3yXjc 

Many blessings, Peter 
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As I travelled to work this morning I was reflecting on my daily Bible study.  The theme was fear and 

our response to the current situation. "All over the world people, like you and I, are reeling with 

uncertainty, fear and for some, panic.  More than ever, this fearful world needs a fearless God...  The 

biggest battle humankind is facing is not the Coronavirus; instead it is the fear that it produces when 

we listen to scary stories...  We have a choice to make.  We can turn to the Lord and gauge our 

response from the leading of the Holy Spirit and the Bible, or we can react in panic and fear." 

Matthew 11:28 (MSG) says 'Are you tired?  Worn out? Burned out on religion?  Come to me.  Get 

away with me and you'll recover your life.  I'll show you how to take a real rest." 

As I live with my fear, my response can only be to continue to trust in God. 

Marie 

 

 

 

VERSE OF THE WEEK: 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in Him, so that 

     you may overflow with 
     hope by the power of 
     the Holy Spirit.  
 

Romans 5:13 

It doesn't seem right not getting ready for church 
on Sunday morning. No last minute panic: Have we 
got our coffee mugs?   
I'm reminded of Paul as he wrote to the early 
churches and said, "I long to see you." I have that 
same feeling for ECC. I'll miss Peter as he teaches us 
from the word of God and I’ll miss each one of you, 
especially I will miss chatting with many of you, as 
Dorcas says I can talk for England.  
If you want to have a chat about anything my 
number is 01392 661663 or mob 07905 314532.  

John Sumner 

CLOCKS CHANGE! Clocks are going forward on Sunday, and the days are getting longer. Even 

though we can’t gather, let’s take a moment each day to enjoy the blossoming of spring from our 
open windows, the fresh air, the birdsong. Thank the Lord that He is in control of all creation. 

YouTube Channel: Peter has set up a Channel on YouTube. Search for ‘Exwick Community 

Church’, then subscribe to be notified of new videos. If you have an idea for a video, please contact 
Peter. If you need help with technology, contact Trevor Sharp: trevor@exwick.com or 01392 848740. 

UPDATE FROM ALBANIA: Chris and Debbie Carter, our BMS workers in Albania, are on even tighter 

restrictions than we are in the UK. However, they are keeping cheerful and working from their little 

flat as much as possible. They send greetings! They have also let us know about a project in Albania 

that is dear to their hearts.  Dan Dupree (from BMS), is co-ordinating Tek Ura, who are ensuring that 

some of the Roma community have access to basic food-stuff (flour and oil) at a time when food 

banks are not operating. The ECC Leadership have agreed to send them a donation, equivalent to 

two months’ rent on the Parish Hall (which we aren’t paying at the moment). If you want more 

details, go to https://www.give.net/20199830. 

Congratulations! to Becky and Paul, daughter and son-in-law of Judith and Bob, who welcomed their 
new son into the world on Friday! Please pray for the whole family, that they are kept safe and well.  
Congratulations! to new great-grandma Di, whose granddaughter Charlotte gave birth to Theadora! 

Pray also for: Hilary and Jimmy, John and Jessie, Bunty, John and Ena, Colin and his family, Ann, 
Roger and Jonathan. 
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