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I recently read in Our Daily Bread about a young man called Dowayne. Dowayne lives in
Manenberg, a suburb of Cape Town known for its gang violence and drug addiction issues, a place
still scared by years of apartheid. At seventeen Dowayne had to move out of his family home
because of his own drug addiction and associated crime, however he didn’t go far. He built a
shack of corrugated metal in the back yard which became known as the “Casino”, a place for drug
addicts to hang out and feed their habit.
But at nineteen things changed dramatically. Dowayne came to know Jesus as his Saviour. Ten
years after Dowayne built the “Casino”, he and some others turned it into a church. Once a place
of darkness, it is now a place of worship and prayer and light.
You can read about Dowayne and some of the people who have journeyed with him by
following the link below. There are also a couple of videos that are worth watching.
https://www.thislifeonline.co.za/why-i-moved-to-manenberg/
While Manenberg may seem like a world away, the spiritual darkness they experience is
common to all our neighbourhoods. Behind so many doors in Exwick are stories of pain and
brokenness, despair and hopelessness. The darkness is the same, but praise God, so too is the
transforming power of His Holy Spirit.
If you read the article above, you’ll see that the Manenberg story is one of sacrifice, of walking
alongside the broken, of being the light in the darkness that Jesus has called his people to be.
2020 has been a dark year for so many reasons, perhaps the darkest for a generation. But in
Manenberg the light that shines from transformed people like Dowayne is all the more evident
because of the darkness. Let’s pray that out of the darkness of 2020 the light of Jesus may be seen
all the more in our lives and in our community.
God bless and happy New Year.
Peter

Online Service

VERSE OF THE MONTH:

Every Sunday on our
YouTube Channel: Exwick He put a new song in my mouth, a
hymn of praise to our God. Many
Community Church
will see and fear the LORD and put
Watch it live at 10:30am or any time their trust in him.
Psalm 40:3
after that.
---------------------------------------

Online
Fellowship
via Zoom

Sunday Share and Chat (starting
again 10 January):
12–1 pm Everyone welcome! Join us after
watching the Sunday morning service for a
chat.
https://zoom.us/j/96462571023?pwd=YXJEcDNNSl
phUlBSY1phYms4bXFRUT09
ID: 964 6257 1023 Password: 477398

---------------------------------------

Friday Friendship (starting again on
8 January):
Join in on Fridays at 10am for an hour of chat over
a cuppa (make your own!).
https://zoom.us/j/97278523026?pwd=bWtNVUIrQ
zlVdTNEbGVHMy9rMUNzUT09
ID: 972 7852 3026 Password: 527972

---------------------------------------

MEMBERS MEETING
Sunday, 17 January 3 pm
There will be a Zoom meeting for ECC Members on
17 January. Members will receive an Agenda and
Zoom link by post or email.

Good morning. A happy new year to you all!
My thoughts for the year ahead? I think it's
going to be a year of seeking God for the next
step and taking it.
I often look back over my life and find God's
plans for me were more than I could ever plan
or dream for. By taking God’s next step he took
me further than I could ever have imagined.
It’s a year of keeping safe. Jesus encourages
us to stay as far away from sin as possible, not
to sail as close to the wind and still remain a
Christian.
With Covid this year it is the same. So many
are getting as close as they dare hoping to stay
safe. We are staying as far away as possible.
This year pray as if it all depends on God, and
live as if it all depends on you. Stay safe.
God bless John & Dorcas

Top Worship Songs for January
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GOD IMMORTAL INVISIBLE
Clothed in light inaccessible
God most Holy God only wise
God most blessed most glorious
God Almighty victorious
Present with us yet veiled from sight
Holy is the Lord
Is the Lord holy

MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly lean on Jesus' name

And our praise will rise to the Lord of life
Come and worship Him in His majesty
Awesome God most high

When darkness seems to hide His face
I rest on His unchanging grace
In ev’ry high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil

Giving life to both great and small
He's the source and the life of all
Needing nothing to make Him whole
Man does flourish then fade to nought
Like a breath that is quickly gone
But our God's the eternal One
See His glory shine over all mankind
Come and worship Him in His majesty
Awesome God most high
God of splendour we see in part
But through Christ He has come to us
Wondrous glory has won our hearts

On Christ the solid Rock I stand
All other ground is sinking sand
All other ground is sinking sand

His oath His covenant His blood
Support me in the whelming flood
When all around my soul gives way
He then is all my hope and stay
When He shall come with trumpet sound
O may I then in Him be found
Dressed in His righteousness alone
Faultless to stand before the throne
Brown Bannister | Edward Mote
Words in Public Domain

Lou Fellingham | Mike Busbee | Nathan Fellingham
© 2008 Thankyou Music

THE SUN CANNOT COMPARE
To the glory of Your love
There is no shadow in Your presence
No mortal man would dare to stand before Your
throne
Before the Holy One of heaven
It's only by Your blood
And it's only through Your mercy Lord I come

I bring an offering of worship to my King
No one on earth deserves the praises that I sing
Jesus may You receive the honor that You're due
O Lord I bring an offering to You
Paul Baloche © 2002 Integrity's Hosanna! Music

How’s your heart doing this New Year?
And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the
grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. In the midst
of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme
poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as
much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.
2 CORINTHIANS 8:1–3
The New Year is often a time to make resolutions to improve in some way. Many people resolve to
become fitter. They embark on a program of exercise. Some stick with it and achieve their goals;
many more give up quickly.
Those who persevere often start slowly, building up stamina. Those who start with too much
exercise too soon find they can’t keep it up, or worse, they injure themselves because their muscles
aren’t used to it.
The heart is a muscle that needs exercise, not only physically but also spiritually. If we’re not used
to being generous, we need to start slowly and build up our “generosity” heart muscle, just as most
exercise programs begin with a series of stretches in preparation for a workout. We need to stretch
our spiritual heart regularly to keep it in shape, strengthening our faith as we become more and more
generous over time.
Sometimes we hear about the great givers in Scripture—Abraham (HEBREWS 7:1–10), Zacchaeus
(LUKE 19), the widow with her mite (LUKE 21:1–4), the Macedonian church (2 CORINTHIANS 8:1–7)—
and these Olympic-level examples of generosity can make us feel inadequate. We must keep in mind
that we are not all called to be Olympians, but we are all called to exercise and keep fit.
So allow your heart muscle to be stretched, gently at first and then more vigorously, as God
increases your faith.
from Steps Toward Generosity by Ted W. Nickel with Sandy Salisbury

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:
Peter, Chela, and the Fowler family,
Jimmy and the Webber family, Arthur
and Liz, John, Ena and Bunty, Bill and
Carol, Jessie and the Geelan family,
Ann, Roger and Jonathan, Jan Nind,
Martin Cronin’s father, Ron.

Bookings for Sunday Morning Services in
the Exwick Parish Hall
Please continue to contact me to book your
place for Sunday worship services. I am taking
bookings for the following two Sundays on a
rolling basis. Keep praying for our pastor, Peter,
and for the Leadership Team, that we will make
the right decisions regarding worship services.
Please also pray for the church family, and for
our community, that people will continue to seek
God and to find Him in whichever manner they
can. Our God is sovereign, even over Covid-19,
and He will continue to work, without
restrictions.
Sandy Salisbury, 01392-676968
thesalisburys@blueyonder.co.uk

REACHING OUT
Foodbank: Thank you for your generosity, ECC Family. In addition to
your financial donations, collected in November and reported in the
December Newsletter, we also collected 106 kilograms of food! This
has gone to support families struggling over the Christmas period.
Your donations have brought joy and hope to many families.
Home Mission: Communities around our nation are being transformed by the Baptist Union’s
Home Mission. Grants to churches facilitate church planting, the resourcing of local
churches and enable churches to develop new and creative mission projects. Through Home
Mission, hundreds of lives have been affected and many have found faith in Jesus. ECC has
given a gift to Home Mission, as a part of our yearly tithe, all made possible by YOU! For
information on Home Mission projects, go to The Baptist Union of Great Britain : Stories
BMS World Mission: ECC has also given a gift to this organisation. They have sent us a
thank-you letter.
There was no hope of attending school for Srijon. Born
in one of the most fragile areas of Bangladesh, beset by
poverty, he and his family had no reason to believe he
could ever step inside a classroom. Until now.
Thanks to everyone at Exwick Community Church, Srijon
is now attending preschool. He’s learning, playing with
children his own age, dreaming of a future. He has hope
for the future and an opportunity to raise himself out
of poverty. And it’s all because of you.
Thank you so much for your recent gift BMS World
Mission. Because you gave, children like Srijon are
receiving an education in Bangladesh, health workers in
Chad can offer life-saving medical care to people in
desperate need, and people in Nepal who’ve never before heard the Word of God are coming
to faith, committing their lives to Christ. By choosing to give to BMS, your church family is
playing a vital part in God’s work across the world.
We are so thankful that you’ve chosen to make a difference. Thank you for standing handin-hand with our brothers and sisters around the world — and please accept our heartfelt
gratitude to you for your generosity.

Peter’s sermons continue our study of Jesus’ life in the Gospel of Mark.
How about a crossword to test your memory of Jesus’ miracles?
The Bible references are given if you need to look them up. Enjoy!
Across
2. Jesus healed an invalid man at the pool
called _______________
(John 5:1-9)
5. Jesus healed a ________ (Mark 1:40-45)
7. Jesus restored a withered ________
(Matthew 12:10-13)
12. ________healed the centurion's
servant (Matthew 8:5-13)
13. Jesus cast out an _________ spirit
(Mark 1:23-28)
14. Jesus raised the widow's son from the
________ (Luke 7:11-18)
17. Jesus stilled the ________ (Matthew
8:23-27)
20. The great haul of ______ (Luke 5:1-11)
23. Jesus ___________ ten lepers (Luke
17:11-19)
27. Jesus cured a boy who was plagued by a
_________ (Matthew
17:14-21)
29. Jesus loosened the _______________
of a man who could not speak (Matthew
9:32-33).
30. Jesus __________ the ruler's daughter
from the dead (Matthew9:18-26)

Down
1. Jesus raised __________ from the dead (John 11:1-46)
3. Jesus restored the ________ of the high priest's servant (Luke 22:5051)
4. Jesus _________ the storm (Matthew 8:23-27)
6. Jesus cured a deaf and _____ man (Mark 7:31-37)
8. Jesus rose from the ________ (Luke 24:5-6)
9. Jesus opened the eyes of two _________ men (Matthew 9:27-31)
10. Jesus ____________ the eyes of two blind men (Matthew 20:30-34)
11. Jesus healed a woman of _________ (Matthew 15:22-28)
15. Jesus cured Peter's mother-in-law of a ________ (Mark 1:30-31) 16. Jesus fed at least ______ thousand people (Matthew
15:32-39)
18. Jesus raised the ruler's _____________ from the dead (Matthew
9:18-26)
19. Jesus cured the __________ (Matthew 9:1-8)
21. Jesus cured the nobleman's ______ (John 4:46-47)
22. Jesus cured a woman of an issue of ________ (Luke 8:43-48)
24. Jesus cured a man of __________ (Luke 14:1-4)
25. Jesus caused the _____ tree to wither (Matthew 21:18-22)
26. Jesus ____ at least five thousand people (Matthew 14:15-21)
28. Jesus cured ______demoniacs (Matthew 8:28-34)

