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The fragrance of the Good News 

    
I love a good curry. Not that I intend that to be a hint but if you ever invite me round for a meal, 
please keep it in mind.  
   One of my favourite curry spices is cardamom. It’s not a hot spice but rather very aromatic. If 
you’ve never tried it, it’s really worth a taste. Cardamom comes in dried pods filled with lots of 
tiny seeds. It’s these seeds that you want to taste and not the pods, which taste of wood! 
   I was once at Spring Harvest and went to a talk given by Rob Parsons, the founder of Care for 
the Family. There must have been two or three hundred people in the room and the person at 
the beginning of each row was given a couple of cardamom pods to open. The little seeds were 
then passed from one person to another, down each row until eventually everybody in the room 
was sharing and enjoying the fragrant taste of cardamom.  
   Ephesians 5:1-2 tells us, “Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in 
the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God”.  
   The idea of Jesus being a fragrant offering comes out of the rich symbolism of the Old 
Testament sacrifices. In the temple the priests were to burn fragrant incense morning and 
evening before the Lord. The fragrant smell rising up to God symbolised his pleasure. As a 
“fragrant offering”, in his life and in his death, Jesus bought continual pleasure to God. 
   Ephesians 5 commands us to do the same. Bringing pleasure to God is pointing others to who 
Jesus is. It is living as Jesus lived. It is passing on to others that “fragrant taste” of the life and 
love and sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Just like the cardamom seeds that were passed around that 
room. 
   I wonder, do we leave the fragrant taste of Jesus with those that we meet day by day? Does 
our interaction with others bring pleasure to God? 

God bless. 
Peter 



 
 

 

Our Sunday Service: 
Please join us (online!) for our Sunday 
Service. Go to Exwick Community 
Church’s Youtube Channel, and find the 
Service for today. We’ll gather at 11 am 
to ‘share’ as a family together. You can 
then sing along to the songs on the 
video, words below! 

VERSE OF THE WEEK: 

 

The smoke of the incense, together with 

the prayers of God’s people, went up 

before God from the angel’s hand.  

Revelation 8:4 

 
THIS SUNDAY, 24th AUGUST 
 
SUNDAY Share and Chat: 
 
12:00 – 
1:00 pm   
 
 
 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/96462571023?pwd=YXJEcDNNSl
phUlBSY1phYms4bXFRUT09  
 
Meeting ID: 964 6257 1023 
Password: 477398 
 

 

 
NO Friday Friendship online this 
week! 
 
NO Sunday Share and Chat next 
Sunday, 30th August! 
 
 
(Friday Friendship Online, Sunday 
Share and Chat, and Midweek Bible 
Studies will resume in September.) 
 

Good morning, 
     Friday was such a strange day; we met outside 
the church hall to say goodbye to our dear friend 
and brother John Geelan. 
      Not being allowed into the service, or able to 
give Jessy a hug because of social distancing, was 
hard. 
       We lined the street to stand as one with the 
family, united in grief, yet rejoicing that there is a 
day coming when we will meet again. 
       As we stood I was reminded of Jesus entering 
into Jerusalem. As the people lined the streets they 
were waving palm leaves, and shouting, "Hosanna 
to the son of David." 
       God has placed us together in this Exwick 
community family. In 1 Corinthians chapter 12 
verse 26 it says, “And if one member suffers, all the 
members suffer with it; or if one member is 
honored, all the members rejoice with it.” 
      As I thank God today for my family, I thank him 
for my Church family. It was a privilege to stand 
with you all yesterday, my brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 
            God bless, John & Dorcas. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/96462571023?pwd=YXJEcDNNSlphUlBSY1phYms4bXFRUT09
https://zoom.us/j/96462571023?pwd=YXJEcDNNSlphUlBSY1phYms4bXFRUT09


 
 

 

Sunday Worship Songs               
    

  
CCLI Licence No. 275889 

EV’RYONE NEEDS COMPASSION 
Love that's never failing 
Let mercy fall on me 
Ev’ryone needs forgiveness 
The kindness of a Saviour 
The hope of nations 

CHORUS: Saviour He can move the 
mountains 
My God is mighty to save 
He is mighty to save 
Forever Author of salvation 
He rose and conquered the grave 
Jesus conquered the grave 

So take me as You find me 
All my fears and failures 
Fill my life again 
I give my life to follow 
Ev’rything I believe in 
Now I surrender 

CHORUS 

Shine your light and let the whole world see 
We're singing 
For the glory of the risen King 
Jesus 

Ben Fielding | Reuben Morgan © 2006 

GOD SENT HIS SON THEY CALLED HIM 
JESUS 
He came to love heal and forgive 
He bled and died to buy my pardon 
An empty grave is there to prove 
My Savior lives 

Because He lives I can face tomorrow 
Because He lives all fear is gone 
Because I know He holds the future 
And life is worth the living 
Just because He lives 

How sweet to hold our newborn baby 
And feel the pride and joy he gives 
But greater still the calm assurance 
This child can face uncertain days 
Because Christ lives 

And then one day I'll cross that river 
I'll fight life's final war with pain 
And then as death gives way to vict'ry 
I'll see the lights of glory 
And I'll know He reigns 

Gloria Gaither | William J. Gaither © 1971 
Hanna Street Music  

 

 
HERE IS THE RISEN SON RIDING OUT IN 
GLORY 
Radiating light all around 
Here is the Holy Spirit 
Poured out for the nations 
Glorifying Jesus the Lamb 
 
We will stand as a people 
Who are upright and holy 
We will worship the Lord of hosts 
We will watch we will wait 
On the walls of the city 
We will look and see what He will say to us. 

 
Ev'ry knee shall bow before Him 
Ev'ry tongue confess that He is King of kings 
Lord of lords and Ruler of the earth 

Michael Sandeman © 1997 Thankyou Music  

 

  



 
 

Get to know each other! 
 
As we have not been able to meet up as a church congregation for a while, it’s easy to drift 
apart and ‘forget’ each other a bit. I thought it would be fun to reconnect within this Newsletter. 
I invite YOU to answer the following questions, briefly, and I’ll print answers over the following 
weeks. No pressure! Don’t be shy; this Newsletter has such a small circulation … Please 
send your answers, and a photo if you can, to Sandy at thesalisburys@blueyonder.co.uk or 
11 Raglans, Exeter EX2 8XN.  
I look forward to re-acquainting myself with all you wonderful people! 

 
1. What brought you to Exwick Community Church? 
2. Have you always lived in Exeter, or do you come from somewhere else? 
3. What keeps you busy in your day-to-day life? 
4. What do you find most helpful in your walk with God? 
5. Tell us about a hobby or pastime you have. 
6. Describe a highlight in your life: achievement, holiday, event, experience … 
 
To get the ball rolling, I’ll volunteer myself this week: 
 
   I’m Sandy, and I started attending ECC back when it was a church plant 
from St. Thomas Baptist Church in 1993. We were living in Exwick at the 
time, so it felt like a call from God. As far as I know, God has not yet changed 
that calling on my life! I’m currently serving as church secretary.  
   I’m originally from California, and have lived in Oklahoma, China and 
Germany. I came to the wonderful Southwest when I married Graeme in 
1987.  
   I teach English to foreign students, and dabble in several writing projects. 
Historical fiction is my passion!  
   I find it helpful to read a few verses of the Bible each morning, and to note 
down any thoughts in a little notebook. It really helps to ground me for the 
day ahead. It is also good to look back on how God has spoken to me in the past and remind 
myself of how faithful He has been. 
   One of my favourite events is American Thanksgiving, which we celebrate as a family each 
year, and invite others to join us. I love having a table filled with food and people! 

 

 

  

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:  

 

Hilary and Jimmy and their family, John, Ena and Bunty, Bill 
and Carol, Ann, Roger and Jonathan, Arthur and Liz, Jessie and 

the whole Geelan family as they mourn the loss of John, 
students who have received their exam results in the last few 

weeks, that they would be prompted to look to God for their 
way forward, whatever that might hold for them. 
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