
 
 

 

  Newsletter  

 December 2020 

CHRISTMAS 
GOD WITH US 

 
   It’s so easy to get consumed with the festivities this time of 
year, particularly as we approach the day itself. I confess, there 
have been times when the busy-ness of the season has 

distracted me so completely that the One we should “come and adore” hardly gets a look in. 
   Of course, adoring Jesus should be a constant in our lives but at the beginning of this advent 
season let’s make an effort to start our adoration early, before everything else gets a chance to 
consume us.  
   Our worship and adoration will bring pleasure to God, but we shouldn’t forget that it also 
brings extraordinary blessing to us. When we truly learn to adore this baby, who became our 
Saviour, it will transform us. Here’s a thought-provoking article from Max Lucado. 

God bless, Peter 
 
   The virgin birth is more, much more, than a Christmas story; it is a picture of how close Christ 
will come to you. The first stop on his itinerary was a womb. Where will God go to touch the 
world? Look deep within Mary for an answer. 
   Better still, look deep within yourself. What he did with Mary, he offers to us! He issues a Mary-
level invitation to all his children. "If you'll let me, I'll move in!" 
   John was clear, "Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them" (1 John 3:24). 
Christ grew in Mary until he had to come out. Christ will grow in you until the same occurs. He 
will come out in your speech, your actions, your decisions. Every place you live will be a 
Bethlehem, and every day you live will be a Christmas. You, like Mary, will deliver Christ into the 
world. 
   God in us! Have we sounded the depth of this promise? God was with Adam and Eve. God was 
with Abraham. God was with Moses and the children of Israel. God was with the apostles. 
   But he is in you. You are a modern-day Mary. Even more so. He was a foetus in her, but he is a 
force in you. He will do what you cannot. 
   Can't stop that destructive habit? Christ can. And he lives within you. Can't stop worrying? 
Christ can. And he lives within you. Can't forgive the jerk or forget the failures of the past? Christ 
can! And he lives within you. 

https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/what-is-christmas-understanding-the-history-and-origin.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+3:24


 
 

 

Online Service 
 

Every Sunday on our 
YouTube Channel: Exwick 

Community Church 
 

Watch it live at 10:30am or any time 
after that. 

 
--------------------------------------- 

VERSE OF THE MONTH: 
 

For to us a child is born, to us a 
son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And he 
will be called Wonderful 
Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.  

Isaiah 9:6 

Online 
Fellowship 
 
via Zoom 
 

 
Sunday Share and Chat:  
12–1 pm  Everyone welcome! Join us after 
watching the Sunday morning service for a 
chat. 
https://zoom.us/j/96462571023?pwd=YXJEcDNNSl
phUlBSY1phYms4bXFRUT09 
ID: 964 6257 1023   Password: 477398 
 
There will be NO Sunday Share and Chat on 27 
Dec. or 3 Jan. It will start again on 10 Jan. 

--------------------------------------- 

Friday Friendship:  
Join in on Fridays at 10am for an hour of chat over 
a cuppa (make your own!).  
 
https://zoom.us/j/97278523026?pwd=bWtNVUIrQ
zlVdTNEbGVHMy9rMUNzUT09 
ID: 972 7852 3026   Password: 527972 
 
There will be NO Friday Friendship on 25 Dec. or 1 
Jan. It will start again on 8 Jan. 
 

--------------------------------------- 
 

Good morning, 
      I’ve been having difficulty sleeping, and 
sometimes I've found myself in the stillness of 
the night thinking of each one in the ECC 
family, picturing where you sit or stand and 
letting my mind travel the rows. 
      For some there have been times of joy and 
rest, for some missing seeing family, for some 
hardship, wondering how we will get through 
this, for some health issues, for others loss of 
loved ones. 
    In Psalm 34:18 it says, “The LORD is close to 
the brokenhearted and saves those who are 
crushed in spirit.” 
     And then in Isaiah 42:3 it says, “A bruised 
reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick 
he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will 
bring forth justice.” 
 
    His love and care 
for us knows no 
bounds. You are all 
in our thoughts 
and prayers. 
             God bless  
        John & Dorcas 
 

https://zoom.us/j/96462571023?pwd=YXJEcDNNSlphUlBSY1phYms4bXFRUT09
https://zoom.us/j/96462571023?pwd=YXJEcDNNSlphUlBSY1phYms4bXFRUT09
https://zoom.us/j/97278523026?pwd=bWtNVUIrQzlVdTNEbGVHMy9rMUNzUT09
https://zoom.us/j/97278523026?pwd=bWtNVUIrQzlVdTNEbGVHMy9rMUNzUT09


 
 

Top Christmas Carols                                                    CCLI Licence No. 275889 

JOY TO THE WORLD THE LORD HAS 
COME 
Let earth receive her King 
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven heaven and nature sing 

Joy to the world the Saviour reigns 
Let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods rocks hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat repeat the sounding joy 

He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders and wonders of His love 

Isaac Watts 

ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID'S CITY 
Stood a lowly cattle shed 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for His bed 
Mary was that mother mild 
Jesus Christ her little child 

He came down to earth from heaven 
Who is God and Lord of all 
And His shelter was a stable 
And His cradle was a stall 
With the poor and meek and lowly 
Lived on earth our Savior holy 

Jesus is our childhood's pattern 
Day by day like us He grew 
He was little weak and helpless 
Tears and smiles like us He knew 
And He feels for all our sadness 
And He shares in all our gladness 

And our eyes at last shall see Him 
Through His own redeeming love 
For that child so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in heaven above 
And He leads His children on 
To the place where He has gone 

Cecil Frances Humphreys Alexander | Henry 
John Gauntlett     Public Domain 

 

YOU STEPPED DOWN FROM HEAVEN 
Humbly You came 
God of all creation 
Here with us 
In a starlit manger Emmanuel 
Light of the world here to save 

Adore 
Come let us adore 
O come let us adore Him 
The Lord 
Worship Christ the Lord 
Let all that is within us adore 

 

Wise men bring their treasures 
Shepherds bow low 
Angel voices sing 
Of peace on earth 
What have I to offer to heaven's King 
I will bring my life my love my all 

Angels sing praises ring 
To the newborn King 
Peace on earth here with us 
Joy awakening 
At Your feet we fall 

Graham Kendrick | Martin Chalk © 2015 
Common Hymnal Digital 

 



 
 

Christmas Carol Service 

 
Our Christmas Carol Service will be ONLINE this year. Please tune into our 
YouTube channel from Sunday 20th Sunday, or any time after that, and join in the 
carols! 
 
Calling on all keen carolers: We want as many people as possible to participate in 
the online Carol Service. Video yourself singing ‘The Holly and the Ivy’ and send 
it in to John Watts or Chris Carter. For details and the backing tracks, email Sandy 
on thesalisburys@blueyonder.co.uk. Can’t wait to see you there! 
 
 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:  
 
Peter, Chela, and the whole Fowler family as 

they mourn the loss of Peter’s father, Brian. 
Jimmy and the Webber family, Arthur and 

Liz, John, Ena and Bunty, Bill and Carol, 
Jessie and the Geelan family, Ann, Roger and 
Jonathan, Sandra McNicol, and Jill’s mum, 

Dot.  
Please note that Peter will be on leave for 

the next two weeks. If you need to contact 
someone, please do get in touch with 
another of the Leadership Team: 01392 

676968 (Sandy), 07969 604071 (Harri), 
07905 314532 (John), 07704 578791 

(Marie).  
 

 
Bookings for Sunday Morning Services in 
the Exwick Parish Hall 
 
Please continue to contact me to book your 
place for the following Sunday, and I am taking 
bookings up to the end of December. Then we 
will see where we are with government 
guidelines. Meanwhile, keep praying for our 
pastor, for the church family, and for our 
community, that people will continue to seek 
God and to find Him, in whichever manner they 
can. Our God is sovereign, even over Covid-
19, and He will continue to work, without 
restrictions.    Sandy Salisbury, 01392-676968, 
thesalisburys@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

What do the four candles on the ADVENT WREATH mean? There are as many 
interpretations as there are books of the Bible! Here is one, which we are following at 
ECC. May you be blessed as you prepare through this time of Advent for Christ’s 
coming to US! 
 
The first candle symbolizes hope and is called the "Prophet’s Candle." The prophets 
of the Old Testament, especially Isaiah, waited in hope for the Messiah’s arrival. 
The second candle represents faith and is called "Bethlehem’s Candle." Micah had 

foretold that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, which is also the birthplace of King David. 
The third candle symbolizes joy and is called the "Shepherd’s Candle." To the shepherd’s great joy, 
the angels announced that Jesus came for humble, unimportant people like them, too.  
The fourth candle represents peace and is called the "Angel’s Candle." The angels announced that 
Jesus came to bring peace--He came to bring people close to God and to each other again. 
The (optional) fifth candle represents light and purity and is called "Christ’s candle." It is placed in the 
middle and is lit on Christmas Day. 

 

mailto:thesalisburys@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:thesalisburys@blueyonder.co.uk


 
 

MEET THE CHURCH MEMBER:  
   I’m Denise Watts, married to John. We came along to ECC over 24 years 
ago. We particularly wanted to be part of a church in Exwick. 
   I have lived in Exeter all my adult life, but in childhood moved around a little 
due to my father being in the Royal Navy. I was born in Exeter, lived in Malta 
when I was 3 – 4 years old, then moved to Plymouth where I started primary 
school and then back to Exeter. 
   My day to day life consists of people! I love one to one chats over a coffee 
and/or a breakfast occasionally. I also enjoy a Bible study with one of my ECC 
friends. I have been a volunteer for Age UK as a befriender since Sep ’17, and 
now have two lovely ladies I visit in their homes weekly, both in their nineties. 
This role has taught me such a lot, especially in how to respond to 
‘challenging’ people. The 2nd lady I came to know greeted me with a very interesting challenge! When 
I was introduced to her, the words used were, “I hope you will get along well with Denise”. My lady’s 
response was, “Well if I don’t, I’ll soon let her know!” She has now just moved into a care home, and I 
am so grateful that with Covid restrictions in place, the home is allowing me to visit her there. 
   I have found God amazing! The more you put into your relationship with Him, the more He blesses 
you. I have particularly found that my morning bible study notes and prayer have challenged, taught 
and blessed me. Music plays a big part of my Christian life and I often find myself humming a Christian 
song during the day, whether modern, or from my Sunday school days! Some help you to learn Bible 
passages too. 
   I like to garden, make cards, puzzles, all types of music, online jigsaw puzzles, games on my phone 
and ‘sorting out’ John! Plants and flowers are incredible; making cards is creative; puzzles, music, 
jigsaw and games are entertaining; and ‘sorting out’ John is a challenge! 
   Hi-lights in my life include running a youth group in a previous church and attending Spring Harvest 
with them several years running. Also, taking my best friend Janet who had a brain tumour, on a 
coach trip to London for a weekend, where we took in a show and did a lot of sight-seeing. For 
anyone, who really knows me, you would realise it was nothing but a miracle, as my navigation skills 
are rubbish and my insecurities outside of the ‘home’ are a challenge. God brings us through. Last, but 
not least, a hi-light in my life is my husband, who is God’s gift to me. 
 
 

 

HARVEST THANKSGIVING 
 

THANK YOU! We were able to send your donations, together with a 

top-up from the church, and made a contribution of £500 to Exeter Foodbank! This will 

help those families hardest hit by the pandemic and other difficulties. I recommend you 

watch ‘Simon Reeve in Cornwall’ on BBC iplayer. It includes fantastic testimony from a 

Christian running the foodbank in Camborne. 

 

Because of your generous giving throughout the year, ECC has been able to donate a total 

of over £10,000 to charities, causes, and individual families in hardship. We pray that God 

continues to lead us to use the resources that He gives us responsibly and wisely. 
 


